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In this Issue:

· TOCfE  Virtual Conference Presentations

·  Problem Solving Maps at a College Bound  Academic Learning Center … Felesia M. Harrel
·  Philippine Teachers Open the ‘Chest of Secrets’ …  Kathy Suerken and Dr. Jeni Corpuz
·  IV Eliyahu Goldratt Pedagogical Contest…
Cecilia del Solar
· TOCfE Works Through Two Rotary Clubs to Demonstrate that Learning Has No Boundaries
… Kathy Suerken
TOCfE Virtual Conference Presentations
Our Virtual Conference was attended by 320 participants from 5 continents. Several conferences  presentations are currently available for viewing or download at:  http://www.tocforeducation.com/what.html
How TOC Addresses Bullying   (Kathy Suerken and Menno Jannsen)
Can Dyslexia Be Prevented? (Petra Pouw-Legēne)

Problem Solving Math Application in the Philippines (Dr Jeni Corpuz)

Problem Solving Maps Math Application in the USA (Felesia M. Harrel)…upon which the following article is based.
Problem Solving Maps at a College Bound Academic Learning Center
 Felesia M. Harrel
[image: image4.emf]The College Bound Academic Learning Center was established June 2012 in Saginaw, Michigan.    We specialize in math strategies and ACT & SAT test preparation with the goals and objectives of increasing grades and test scores in all core subjects, especially in math.  Additionally we are striving to   produce high performing college ready students.
Our student population is:

· 80% inner city youth

· 20% Great Lakes Bay region
· 50% elementary

· 30% middle school

· 10% high school

· 10% toddlers

[image: image5.emf] We have been very successfully using Dr. Sirias’s problem solving maps for:
· 3rd grade math champions:   

 basic grade level math functions         advanced order of operations  (pictured)

· [image: image6.emf]6,7,8 grade math champions:      

  basic grade level function

  integers
  combining like terms
  distributive property (pictured)
Our year end goal is advanced systems of equations.
My contact information is: Felesia M. Harrel:     felesiaharrel@gmail.com
Philippine Teachers Open the Chest of Secrets!
Kathy Suerken and Dr. Jeni Corpuz

Thanks to  donations from Dr. James Holt and Realization Technologies,  1500 sets of  Chest of Secrets children’s training materials  and 10 sets of teacher training materials  were shipped  by boat from Poland to the Philippines where they  received a festive ‘welcoming ceremony in late November:
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The Chest of Secrets, a TOCfE early childhood education program, teaches children TOC CLOUDS, Branches and Ambitious Targets as a methodology to understand and remember relevant stories.  In so doing, the children--on their own initiative—begin to apply these thinking skills to  other content as well as  to their daily lives.   Their teachers, after receiving a short training just on how to use the materials with the children, learn the TOC tools along with their students.
The initial roll out in Philippines will start with 500 children in Valenzuela City schools and 1,000 children in Quezon City schools and their teachers.  Those teachers will help cascade the program to other districts which will be allowed, as part of the grant,  to reproduce these training materials with no royalties thereby significantly enhancing the potential for wide spread dissemination.

IV Eliyahu Goldratt Pedagogical Contest

Cecila del Solar

Since 2011, leader teachers of El Agustino, in Lima, Peru, have organized the Eliyahu Goldratt Pedagogical Contest, which aims to recognize the innovative use of the TOCfE tools in the learning sessions and to share with the educational community the impact they have on children's learning and teaching performance.  The 2014 event was held December 6 in Lima and organized by TOCFE Peru, represented by its Director, Nelly Caraza, teacher Fredy Isla and the network 13, represented by its coordinator Diego Gálvez.

The 60 participants were school directors, teachers and network coordinators, representing 4 cities of Peru: Ica, Huancayo, Cusco and Lima. All the winners were teachers from elementary and primary schools who teach Language (Communication) so all the lessons referred to that area. The winners from each city were:

Ica:

· 5th grade team: Monica Cavero and Raquel Malca
Huancayo
· :Elementary: Edith Contreras

· 4th grade team: Nelly Salinas and Gisela Orihuela
Cusco:

· Elementary: Yony Porroa

· Primary: Ana María Quispe (lesson presented in Quechua! It is the native language from the Andes)

Lima:

· Elementary: Roxana Paz

· 1st grade: Rosario Aguilar
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Pictured with the event co-ordinators and winners is the vice-minister of pedagogical management of the Ministry of Education, Mr. Walter Twanama who  explained the ministry plans for 2015 and congratulated the teachers for their participation in the contest. 

The event was sponsored by Margot Echecopar de Rassmuss Foundation which provided prizes for the winners and helped advise the teachers in organizing the event.  We are pleased that this event involves directly teachers who use TOC as teaching methodology.  By teaching children to think and communicate through their daily lessons, the students are learning, at the same time, life skills that will significantly help to  prevent  the miscommunication  that leads to so many problems later in life.
TOCfE works through two Rotary Clubs to Demonstrate That Learning Has No Boundaries  ……Kathy Suerken
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In late winter 2014, Professor and TOCfE Senior Research Advisor,  Dr. Danilo Sirias, conducted an online training of Problem Solving Maps to 60 math teachers.   They are so enthusiastic about the methodology that they have been  using the concepts not only with their students but also spreading this knowledge  to other teachers. 
In December 2014 TOCfE was able to partner with two Rotary Clubs, Mid-Bay of Niceville, Florida and its sister club in the Philippines, Makati Central, to advance this initiative by enabling the visit of Dr. Sirias.  He donated his time and expertise to conduct math workshops and TOCfE updates to large and enthusiastic groups of teachers despite obstacles of typhoon hagupit.
 

While Mid-Bay Rotary Club sponsored Dr. Sirias’s flight, Makati Central Rotary Club provided home hospitality, local  transportation and other resources in support of the events.  Mar Gatus, Past President of Makati Central, a long time advocate of TOCfE,Is pictured here along with Dr. Sirias and  Roderick de Leon, Teacher in Charge, Antonio Serapio school in Valenzuela.
The impact of this event for the benefit of all concerned is best conveyed in the following letter from the President of Makati Central:

Dear Kathy and the Members of RC Mid-Bay of Niceville, Florida:

On behalf of your sister club, the Rotary Club of Makati Central, I would like to express our heartfelt appreciation for arranging the visit of Dr. Sirias to the Philippines which helped revitalize ToCFE in the Philippines. The visit brought together math teachers, supervisors and school heads numbering 120 from Valenzuela and 108 from Quezon City. The visit certainly brought renewed interests and application of ToCFE not only to said areas but to the neighboring cities of Makati and Manila.

Our Club is pleased to have been given the opportunity of taking care of Dr. and Mrs. Sirias, their week-long accommodation at the residence of our member Prakash Harchandani, transport to and from the training venue and support for the expenses for the meals and materials needed for the training.

You can always count on the support of our Club for TOCFE activities in the Philippines. Looking forward to partnering with your Club in the next TOCFE project.

Yours in Rotary,

Nes Perez, President, RC Makati Central             
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